
 
 
APPL April/May Letter From the Commish 
 
Hello APPL Players, 
I hope this letter finds you well.  It has been a couple months now since our inaugural APPL season was ended 
prematurely in order to do our part to help minimize the spread of COVID-19.  In spite of not holding our 
planned East Valley Region winner vs. Casa Grande Region winner showdown (and what would have been a 
fun closing awards party), it was still a great season.  We had over 1000 players compete on 95 teams in close 
to 450 matches.  Not bad for a first season.  We had also intended to bring a version of APPL to the 
Prescott/Flagstaff and Show Low/Pinetop/Lakeside areas this summer but for obvious reasons we have moved 
that to 2021. 
 
And the Winners Are! 
We had 18 winning teams across the 3 Regional Leagues (SAPPL, Red APPL, EVIL).  They are: 
 

SAPPL Red APPL EVIL 

Women’s Division: Women’s Division: Women’s Division: 

3.0: Merrill Ranch 3.5: STP  D3 (3.0): Province “Dinking Divas” 

3.5: Dave White 4.5/5.0+: Team Elliott D2 (3.5): Mesa Regal 

4.0: Robson Ranch “Chickabooms Men’s Division: D1 (4.0): Province 

Men’s Division: 3.5: Insurica Nomads Men’s Division: 

3.0: Robson Ranch 4.5/5.0+: Team Geenen D3 (3.0): Mesa Regal 

3.5: Palm Creek  D2 (3.5): Pecos 

4.0: Palm Creek  D1 (4.0): Cottonwood 

4.5/5.0+: Palm Creek  Mixed Division: 

  D2 (3.5): Trilogy 

 
Congratulations to all for a great season.  A special thanks to the captains for your leadership, dedication and 
support in making APPL Season 1 a success. 
 
Get Ready for Season 2! 
With June right around the corner the APPL Core team is busy preparing for next season.  We have begun 
collecting feedback through surveys, interviews and our own internal discussions to help us understand what 
we are doing well and what areas we need to focus on to make Season 2 even better.  Improvements in the 
areas of captain support, rescheduling, fielding players, registration are already in the works.  We are also 
considering extending Mixed Doubles Divisions beyond those in EVIL to SAPPL (Casa Grande) and Red APPL 



(East Valley).  Next season you will also see changes to our website to make it an even better source for 
league updates and activities as well as a tool for players and communities to get a better understanding of 
what APPL has to offer and how much fun team based league pickleball can be. 
 
The APPL is Growing! 
Our APPL Core team is now engaged with pickleball leaders and enthusiasts in what we are calling the 
Southern Region (Tucson/Oro Valley/Green Valley and more) as well as the West Valley Region (Surprise, 
Goodyear, Buckeye, etc.).  As you can imagine there are thousands of players in these areas who would enjoy 
team based league pickleball.  It would be great to bring these regions into the APPL in Season 2.  Imagine 
how exciting an end of season 4 Region playoffs would be!  We’ll keep you posted as things unfold.  In the 
meantime please let your pickleball pals from these areas know the APPL is growing. 
 
Team APPL is and Needs to Grow Too! 
With the planned growth of APPL throughout Arizona we realize we need additional people to join Team APPL 
to more effectively manage today’s needs and to insure we’re positioned to handle the expansion we are 
undertaking.  We are adding League Coordinators (LCs) to help reach more players and more effectively 
coordinate the skill groups they are there to help.  If you are interested in being an LC please reach out to a 
contact listed in our website.  We are also looking at enhancing our marketing efforts.  Word of mouth has 
been terrific but it can only be so effective.  We will soon have a presence in social media and put more effort 
in getting our message out.  It will also vastly improve our communication to our existing players and teams.  If 
you would like to be a part of team APPL and help us support APPL’s mission and objectives please contact 
any of us. 
 
A Couple Last Points and Key Dates to Remember. 
We are operating under the assumption that COVID-19 will not hinder the availability of players or places to 
play.  As things get closer to our second season, if it becomes obvious that we need to adjust our plans or how 
we deliver APPL pickleball Season 2, we will deal with what we have to.  We will certainly keep you informed. 
For the time being here’s a few key dates: 
 
Early Bird Players List - Sign up now 
Team Pre-Registration - Starts 8/1/20 
Team Registration (Fees pd, initial rosters fairly set, home courts defined, etc.) - 12/1/20 
Match Play - Starts first week of January 2021 
 
As always, go to our web home page: https://www.arizonapickleballplayersleague.org/ and it will direct you to 
the various relevant pages as we get Season 2 started. 
 
In closing, on behalf of Team APPL, I wish you a super and safe summer.  We are all excited about Season 2 
and look forward to seeing you on the courts. 
 
Greg 
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